
April 2, 2003

Dear Members of Congress:

As leading academic experts in the fields of special education, child psychology and
education policy, we offer this letter of enthusiastic support for “The Realizing the Spirit of
IDEA Act” introduced by Representative Pete Stark. It will better educate and ultimately
improve the lives of disabled children throughout the United States.

Congress enacted “The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act” (IDEA) over 25 years
ago. The original intent of IDEA was to ensure that disabled children had access to the same
quality public education as all other children. While IDEA has successfully opened the doors
of public schools to children with disabilities, their rates of graduation, attendance, academic
achievement and drop out lag well behind all other segments of the school population. After
they leave school, young people with disabilities are twice as likely to be unemployed and
typically do not receive a post secondary education.

We believe “The Realizing the Spirit of IDEA Act” will provide the right incentives to make
the spirit of the original IDEA legislation a reality.  “The Realizing the Spirit of IDEA Act”
will dramatically increase the financial support for children with disabilities, and if a school
continues to improve, will provide full federal funding. However, in order to receive
increases, school districts must make sure disabled children are not left behind by closing the
achievement gap between disabled students and their non-disabled classmates. In return for
mandatory increases in funding for IDEA, school districts must help disabled students
increase their attendance, academic proficiency and graduation rate, lower the incidence of
drop out, and improve rates of post-secondary employment and education.

Since IDEA was enacted, social science research has provided solutions that can improve the
educational and career outcomes of children with disabilities.  However, the current system
primarily provides incentives for schools to focus on following the letter of the law rather than
implementing education policies to improve students’ performance.  By holding schools
accountable for improving the education of students with disabilities, this bill will encourage
schools to implement empirically based interventions that research has demonstrated work.

“The Realizing The Spirit of IDEA Act” will improve IDEA; moreover, it provides schools
the flexibility, incentives and supports necessary to have IDEA fulfill it’s original intent.  That
is why we encourage others to join with us and to help enact this important legislation.

Sincerely,

Gerald August PhD Russell A. Barkley, Ph.D.
Professor of Psychiatry Division Professor, College of Health Professions
of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry Medical University of South Carolina
University of Minnesota Academic 
Health Center Medical School



Caryn Carlson Ph.D. Michael Cateldo Ph.D.
Professor and Co-Director of Professor of Behavioral Biology
Clinical Training      at Johns Hopkins University
Department of Psychology School of Medicine.
The University of Texas at Austin Director of the Department of Behavioral

Psychology
     at the Kennedy Krieger Institute

James Comer M.D. Martha Bridge Denckla, M.D.
The Maurice Falk Professor of Director of the Developmental
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     at the Yale University School Batza Family Endowed Chair
of Medicine's Child Study Center               at the Kennedy Krieger Institute.
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Johns Hopkins University School of
Medicine.
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of Public Policy Studies Department of Education
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Terry Sanford Institute of Public Policy
Duke University
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Terry B. Gutkin, Ph.D. George W. Hynd Ed.D.
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Department of Counseling Associate Dean
College of Health and Human Services at Office of Research and External Affairs
   San Francisco University College of Education at

   The University of Georgia

Alan E. Kazdin, Ph.D. Philip C. Kendall, Ph.D.,
John M. Musser Professor Laura H. Carnell Professor of
Director, Child Study Center at Psychology
   Yale University School of Medicine Director, Child and Adolescent Anxiety
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Thomas R. Kratochwill, PhD John W. Hagen, Ph.D.
Professor at Professor of Psychology at
   University of Wisconsin-Madison    University of Michigan
Department of Educational Psychology Executive Officer
Division of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry Society for Research in Child

Development

Rick Ostrander Ed.D. Thomas Oakland, Ph.D.
Chief of Neuropsychology Professor of Educational Psychology
Assistant Professor of Psychiatry 1403 Norman Hall
Division of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry at   at University of Florida and
   The Johns Hopkins University President, International Foundation

  for Children's Education

Evelyn R. Oka, Ph.D., Thomas H. Ollendick, Ph.D.
Associate Professor and Co-Director, University Distinguished Professor
School Psychiatry Director, Child Study Center
Associate Professor, Learning Department of Psychology at
Technology & Culture    Virginia Polytechnic Institute and
Dept. of Counseling, Educational State University
Psychology, and Special Education at
   Michigan State University

John Reid, Ph.D. Elizabeth Stearns, Ph.D.
Senior Scientist at Research Scholar
   Oregon Social Learning Center    at Duke University

Terry Sanford Institute of Public Policy
Center for Child and Family Policy

Karen C. Stoiber,  Ph.D. James R. Thompson
Professor Chairperson,
Department of Educational Psychology at Department of Special Education
  University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee    at Illinois State University

John R. Weisz, Ph.D. Patrick J. Wolf, Ph.D.
Professor, Departments of Psychology and Assistant Professor
Psychiatry and Biobehavioral Sciences at   at Georgetown University Public Policy
   University of California, Los Angeles Institute


